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Having sent off Ruy Gomes (o his fate, Albuciuerque
concentrated on the dei'enees of his town. They were quite
inadequate. The wall was broken down in several, places and
the moat partly stopped up. Every man available was made
to turn his hand to tin* fortifications, each captain had his
allotted days to work upon the wall, and the Governor
camped there permanently.

Speed was essential. The Portuguese were few in number.
The wall was low and very weak, and news arrived that
Idalcan, was on his way with -fifty thousand men.